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A
s harrowing and heart-
breaking as Sapphire’s 
1996 novel “Push” was, 
we were left with hope 
as AID S-infected Pre-

cious Jones cradled her newborn 
son, Abdul, in her arms. She 
had found help and a future 
that would live on 
in her boy.

“The Kid” is 
Abdul’s story, and 
all hope is lost. Re-
lentlessly grim only 
begins to describe 
this novel. It’s 
confusing, as well, 
as Abdul’s stream- 
of-consciousness 
narrative weaves in 
and out of reality, 
leaving a reader 
wondering what’s 
what?

Abdul, also known as J.J., 
is  9 when Precious dies. The 
landlord swiftly locks down his 
Harlem apartment so he can’t 
even retrieve the few prized 
possessions he has. Abdul has 
started down his long trail of 
loss.

Next comes a foster home, 
where an older boy beats him so 
viciously he ends up concussed. 
Beyond that is a Catholic boy’s 
home, where the promise is 
that he can grow to manhood 
educated and protected. But 
the priests infl ict such sexual 
abuse — “the brothers tried to 
make me a captive orphan sex 

slave” — Abdul becomes a sexual 
predator himself, not able to dis-
tinguish between rape and love.

It seems, according to the 
social worker who fi nally tracks 
him down, that he had been 
registered as dead, which is how 
the home was able to put hands 
on him. The registry was wrong 
in the literal sense, but so much 
of Abdul’s life is deadening.

Anyone who read “Push” or 
saw the movie “Precious” knows 

precisely how explicit Sapphire 
can be. But there is something 
almost exploitive in the many 
raw sex scenes in this novel. 
Which is disturbing, and not in 
the way intended.

Yet other aspects of “The Kid” 
are as powerful as “Push,” even 
as Abdul nurtures fantasies of 
his “mythical” father who died 
in the war, not knowing the 
truth of his sordid past, that his 
father is in fact his grandfather. 

For a time it seems his ex-
traordinary talent as a dancer 
will pull him into a new world. 
But he ends up living with a 
pederast dance instructor. 
Eventually he will fi ght his way 
free of that situation. But what is 
freedom for Abdul? 

Once a 9-year-old standing 
close to his mother’s casket, he 
has been given no choice but 
to become a violent man of the 
streets. Destiny, so to speak.

Streets with no escape

Y
ou don’t get what you would 
expect from “Maine” by 
J. Courtney Sullivan . This 
isn’t the story of a patrician 
family with a compound. 

Working man Daniel Kelleher won 
the property on a bet. Every June, 
the family reunites, and the story is 
told through the perspective of four 
women. Perhaps the most interesting 
is that of the matriarch, 83-year-old 
Alice, who has been harboring a dark 
secret since the devastating fi re at 
the Cocoanut Grove in 1942. Then 
there’s granddaughter Maggie who 
comes alone, though she is pregnant. 
She’s lost at love again. Kathleen, the 

her father’s death, fl ies in from California when she learns of 
her daughter Maggie’s situation. Toss in the prim, uptight wife of 
Kathleen’s brother, who has a judgment on everything, and what 
emerges is a lovely stew of a novel. 

riting Movies for Fun and Profi t: How We Made 
a Billion Dollars at the Box Offi ce and You Can, 
Too!” by Robert Ben Garant and Thomas Lennon 
is really quite instructional when it comes to 
screenwriting, if that’s your ambition. It’s also 

advice — write, write, write — but 
damn funny, too. Even if you don’t 
aspire to write a movie starring Vin 
Diesel, this is a delightful read.

‘The Guilty Plea’ 
by Robert Rotenberg 

A sequel to “Old City Hall ” 
begins with Terrance Wyler, 
the youngest son of a food 
dynasty, 
stabbed to 
death on 
the opening 
day of his 
headline-
making 
divorce. His 
soon-to-be 
ex-wife 
shows up at her lawyer’s 
offi ce with a bloody knife 
wrapped in a towel. Open 
and shut case. Not so 
fast. This is a thriller, and 
suspense doesn’t play out 
that way.

‘Shut Your Eyes Tight’ 
by John Verdon

NYPD’s Dave Gurney keeps 
trying to retire. But a bride 
is found decapitated at her 
wedding. A machete was 
the weapon 
of choice. 
Of course 
the Mexican 
gardener 
is the perp 
of choice. 
The bride 
married a 
prominent 
physician, and her society 
mother isn’t going to accept 
easy answers. The crime is 
grisly and the cop is compli-
cated. A nice combination.

‘The Memory of All That: 
George Gershwin, Kay 
Swift, and My Family’s 
Legacy of Infi delities’
by Katharine Weber

Old scandals. What fun. Kay 
Swift, the author’s grand-
mother, was a successful 
Broadway composer 
before she 
engaged in 
a decade-
long affair 
with Gersh-
win while 
married to 
the mega-
banker 
James Paul 
Warburg. She tells more 
family secrets — it was an 
important family — but the 
core of her tale is that of 
elegant sin and betrayal.

TO THE POINT

FOR YOUR 
CONSIDERATION

‘The Kid’
By Sapphire (The Penguin Press)

Sapphire follows her 
novel “Push” with a 
new harrowing tale.
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I
t’s 46 degrees below zero, Fahrenheit 
I think, but when the air is that cold 
you don’t split hairs over Celsius or 
Fahrenheit. I’ve stored a glass of red 
wine on the tundra, under my cam-

era and tripod, and it has the consistency 
of a slurpee after only fi ve minutes.

A dozen fellow visitors to Churchill, 
Manitoba, have just  climbed out of a 
“Tundra Buggy,”  an all-terrain vehicle 
driven by adventure travel company 
Frontiers North. 

The silence is over-
whelming, broken only by 
the creaking and cracking 
of ice. The darkness is 
everywhere but for the full 
moon and the twinkling of 
stars in the clear sky.

Out of the corner of  my 
eye,  I spot a small fl ash in the sky to  my 
left — and it’s not from a camera shutter 
being tripped. Another little blip of 
green light hits  my peripheral vision and 
 I turn to look . All of a sudden it’s like 
someone’s fl ipped a giant light switch. 
The green light grows and twists and 
moves and teases.

 It looks like curtains fl uttering in an 
open window. The shapes are amoebic 
and  form letters like a green “V.” The 
shimmering continues and the waves 
turn to question marks, squiggles of 
green fl ames, diagonals.

 This is what  I’ve been chasing for 
years, traveling above the Arctic Circle 
in Norway in the dead of winter with no 
success. Two trips to Alaska, in February 

and March, with no sightings. To the 
Yukon in Canada, where frostbite was 
a challenge during the day and almost a 
given late at night.

But today in northern Manitoba,  my 
mouth opens but no words come out and 
 my brain struggles to form  the words  ... 
“ northern  lights.” 

 To get to Churchill, a tiny town on 
Hudson Bay known as the “polar bear 
capital of the world,” you fl y  from New 
York to Winnipeg , Manitoba, overnight 
there and then take a small plane another 
 600 miles . Plan B is a train trip on Via 
Rail, which takes 48 hours, if snow  

doesn’t block the route.
We check into the Tun-

dra Inn and it’s clean and, 
most importantly,  warm. If 
you’re used to the Waldorf, 
stay home. If you want a 
memory -building adven-

ture, then you’re in the right place.
We rest during the day, grab a  fi lling 

dinner, and around 10  p.m. we get picked 
up by our “taxi.” Frontiers North’s 
Tundra Buggy is the size of a  small house, 
and  sits on 6-foot-high tires.  Climbing up 
into the monster truck and settling on a 
comfy, full-size  couch is something of an 
out-of-body experience.

O
ff we go, down Kelsey B lvd., 
Churchill’s main drag. There 
isn’t one other vehicle on the 
road, but it’s doubtful that any 
of the 900 residents would even 

look twice as we bounce down the snow -
covered street.

We  descend the embankment of the 
Churchill River at a 45 -degree angle and 

the

chill The northern 
lights are 
worth a little 
frostbite

Snowshoeing near 
Hudson Bay; the rifl e is 
in case of frisky bears.
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CANCER JUNE 21-JULY 22
Week ahead: Be single-minded when you need 
to achieve your highest priority. Love: For love 
to last, you need a strong friendship  that also 
includes a good dose of respect. If there are 
cracks in a relationship, it can fall apart now. 
Career: A passionate attitude is contagious. 
Look at the positive. Money: A news report 
can build the bank balance. Key words: Find a 
winning formula and stick to it.

LEO JULY 23-AUG. 22
Week ahead: When you hide something from 
a friend it can lead to mistrust. Love: If you 
want someone’s attention, be bold and ask for 
what you want. Career: What happens now and 
over the next few months can build stability. 
Money: Something new pays off for the future. 
Key words: Keep your friends close and your 
enemies closer.

VIRGO AUG. 23-SEPT. 22
Week ahead: You may not be able to fi x every 
problem in your life, but you can move in the 
right direction. Love: If there is confusion in 
your love life, ask questions. Career: Schedule 
some free time to get ahead with your work 
load. Money: Keep a tight rein on your money; 
don’t let anyone else abuse your bank account. 
Key words: Balance is a 
necessary life ingredient.

LIBRA SEPT. 23-OCT. 22
Week ahead: You can 
convince just about anyone 
to do anything, but be careful 
of what you wish for. Love: If 
you continue to do the same 
thing, don’t expect the status 
quo to change. Career: A 
positive discussion with a 
colleague can be the start of 
a new commitment. Money: 
Stay positive. If you think you 
are lucky, that’s what you will 
be. Key words: Life can change. 

SCORPIO OCT. 23-NOV. 21
Week ahead: Work and love are both high on 
the priority list. Love: See a situation for what 
it really is. Don’t make assumptions. Career: 
You have a small window of time where you can 
get ahead with your work. Stay focused, don’t 
go off on tangents. Money: When you deal 
with cash, keep control of how it is spent. Key 
words: Don’t forget to look after you.

SAGITTARIUS NOV. 22-DEC. 21
Week ahead: There is wisdom in learning. 
To get ahead in life,  Embark on new studies. 
Take control and make your dreams come 
true. Love: If you are on the  singles market, 
your life can change suddenly. Career: Work 
is progressive. Be patient. Money: If there is a 
temptation to indulge in a purchase, make sure 
you don’t have regrets. Key words: Stay tuned, 
there is more to come.

CAPRICORN DEC. 22-JAN. 19
Week ahead: When you work on a creative 
project, don’t take unsolicited advice from 
friends who do not work in your fi eld of 
expertise. Love: If a situation changes faster 
than you would like, for now, go with the fl ow 
and see what happens. Career: It is not a good 
idea to get involved in other people’s business. 
Stay focused on your own goals. Money: 
Don’t get stressed; it won’t solve anything. 
Key words: Life is cyclic.

AQUARIUS JAN. 20-FEB. 18
Week ahead: Mars and Mercury affect your 
personal life. Don’t make an abrupt throw away 
comment that you may need to further explain. 
Love: Love takes on a deep and meaningful 
impression. A discussion is imminent. 
Career: Watch what people do rather than 
what they say. Money: There is no point 
stressing about a situation you have no control 
over. Key words: Look after family members.

PISCES FEB. 19-MARCH 20
Week ahead: It can be a diffi cult task to 
look after your own priorities and make sure 
everyone else is not neglected. Love: When 
someone means more to you than just a mere 
friend, you get emotional. Career: You can’t fi x 

everyone’s problems. Money: 
Think long term. Key words: 
People you can rely upon 
provide peace of mind.

ARIES MARCH 21-APRIL 19 
Week ahead: There are 
responsibilities to attend 
to, but don’t let your health 
suffer . Love: If you want 
to make changes at home, 
the sun indicates a  positive 
phase. Career: Be careful of 
doing something you will later 
regret — think before you act. 

Money: Don’t be too laid back about fi nances; 
be proactive and make decisions. Key words: 
Don’t promise what you can’t deliver.

TAURUS APRIL 20-MAY 20 
Week ahead: A discussion  with family 
members can take place . Love: You need 
a commitment, rather than a casual 
arrangement. Career: There is more than 
one road to success. Money: Keep control of 
your personal business. Don’t allow others to 
interfere. Key words: Be creative.

 GEMINI MAY 21-JUNE 20
Week ahead: With action planet Mars in your 
sign, you need to get organized. Love: If love 
and money are combined, tread carefully. 
Timing is everything. Career: Don’t assume 
anything. Things may not be as you think. 
Money: It is not your responsibility to look 
after everyone else. Don’t be reckless with 
your bank account. Key words: You can make a 
difference, but you need to stay focused.

LOST CAR KEY UNLOCKS OLD ANXIETIES
I dreamt I was missing my car keys in the neighborhood where I 
grew up; I was only wearing my boxers. I had two cars, one which I 
own now and one that I owned years ago. But I needed a quarter to 
get the key. I asked a restaurant owner for a quarter, but he wouldn’t 
give me what I needed. He laughed at me and thought I was a bum. 
I told him I was a successful person, but he didn’t believe me. What 
does this mean? Paul, Palm Coast, Fla.

Analysis: Returning to your childhood neighborhood reveals the 
wish to resolve an old issue.  Lacking a key often symbolizes identity 
issues: You must make peace with who you were in the past in order 
to like yourself in the present. If you struggled with adolescent feel-
ings of inadequacy, those feelings are still with you. Being mistaken 
for a bum reveals low self-esteem. The coinage of respect is elusive. 
Although you are thriving in your present life, you are clinging to 
former feelings of defi ciency. You must believe in yourself.

DAD’S REMARRIAGE LEADS TO REJECTION
My father remarried after my mom died. In my dream I discovered 
that my dad (now deceased) was still alive and living in Florida. I 
found his address and phone number and called him, but his new 
wife made me feel unwelcome. When my dad came to the phone, 
I asked why he didn’t tell me he was still alive. He said he forgot. I 
asked if I could visit him, but he said no, which greatly saddened 
me. Please interpret this dream. Elyse Komitzsky, Scarsdale, N.Y.

Analysis: Feelings of abandonment often accompany the death 
of a parent. Even more so, if the parent  remarried before dying. 
Dreaming that your father doesn’t want to reunite with you plays an 
important role. Indulgence in rejection allows you to feel self-pity 
but also allows you to express the anger you felt toward your father 
for having remarried after your mother died. It exonerates you from 
any guilt that may have followed.

LET LAUREN INTERPRET YOUR DREAM! 
Send your name, address and dream details to yourdreams@nydailynews.com. 
Submissions may be edited for clarity and content.

Check out Lauren Lawrence’s “Dream Keys for the Future” at Barnes
& Noble.

Forecasts, celebrity stars, videos and free 
astrology reports from JENNIFER ANGEL 

at NYDailyNews.com/horoscopes

H H H

Analyst LAUREN LAWRENCE 
reveals the secrets behind 
Daily News readers’ dreams
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are key.
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IF IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY 
Happy birthday, 
Cancer! You welcome 
the opportunity of new 
challenges. Fate will 
guide you over this year 
to connect with people 
you resonate with. This is 
an excellent time to start 
something new. A new 
beginning is in the stars.

H

horoscopes

your dreams
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drive onto the  ice. Driver John Gunter 
 mans a tractor-trailer-size  steering 
wheel, easing us over   5-foot-high icy 
speed bumps  as we head away from the 
lights of town.

A few miles down river, we set the 
brakes, wait and watch. It’s not long be-
fore the lights begin their mystical perfor-
mance. Chances are good that the  aurora 
 borealis will come out to play on clear 
nights from January through April. 

The Churchill Northern Studies Cen-
ter says that auroral activity occurs  more 
than 300 nights a year here. Location 
is everything, and Churchill is located 
directly beneath the  auroral  oval. 

Auroras occur when charged particles 
from explosions on the  sun stream 
through space at high speeds and collide 

with gas molecules in our atmosphere, 
causing them to glow in dancing curtains 
of colors, according to  Neil  deGrasse 
Tyson at the Hayden Planetarium. 

 M
eanwhile, our days were 
packed with outdoor adven-
ture. Churchill  is the start and 
fi nish line for the Hudson Bay 
Quest dog sled race, and we 

went out early on Saturday morning to 
cheer on the mushers as they depart ed on 
their 250-mile  trek. 

All of Churchill turn ed out, lining 
the shore as the huskies  were  put into 
their harnesses. Logs  were tossed into 
warming fi res and  muktuk, the skin and 
blubber of a whale,  was cooked over the 
open fl ame. 

The next day, we  tried our luck at 
mushing a team ourselves. Gerald Azure 
of Bluesky Expeditions has teams made 
up of six dogs .  After a brief introduction 
to mushing commands , we set off on 
our run.

 A word of advice about the dress code: 
I’m glad that we rented heavy boots and 
Canada Goose Snow Mantra parkas 
 — the kind of gear that’s not hanging in 
the average New Yorker’s closet.  It  came 
in handy  when we went snowshoeing 
with Mike Macri of Sea Tours North 
Ltd. Over frozen tundra, hills  and rocks, 
we headed for  the shore of Hudson Bay, 
 Mike  carrying a big gun over his shoulder  
in case any sleeping bear  woke early.

 It  was hard to explain  the sunburns 
we had when we got back  from our  
mid winter adventure just south of the 
 Arctic Circle, especially when the days 
are short and  the nights are long. But we 
have great photographs and memories of 
viewing the  northern  lights and meeting 
the people of Churchill.
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Here are some 2012 options to 
think about when the weather 
gets too hot and stick y  in New 
York: 

FRONTIERS NORTH’S BIG FIVE 
SAFARI. 
From the southern plains of 
Manitoba to the sub arctic 
tundra in the north in search 
of Manitoba’s own  “big fi ve”: 
moose, black bear, bison, be-
luga whale and polar bear. 

BELUGAS, BEARS AND 
BLOOMS
Enjoy beluga whale boat ex-
pedition tours, a historic Win-
nipeg and  Churchill tour and a 
Tundra Buggy Adventure. 

GRIZZLY BEARS OF THE GREAT 
BEAR RAIN FOREST
Bear-viewing sessions with 
interpretation by a wildlife 
biologist. Enjoy the wilderness  
gourmet meals. 

For more info: 1-800-663-9832 ; 
 frontiersnorth.com.

YOU SHOULD KNOW

Visitors take the 
Tundra Buggy to a 
prime viewing spot to 
see the otherworldly 
northern lights.

The Hudson Bay Quest dogsled race 
gets under way; at left, dogs in their 
mobile kennel await their turn.

Keeping warm while waiting 
for the dog race. 
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